
Итоговая контрольная работа (10 grade)  

I) Read the text and find the appropriate answer to questions (1-6). 

Agatha Christie’s secret life as an archaeologist 

  

She is one of the best-known crime writers of all time, but few know the extent 

of Agatha Christie’s archaeological pedigree. What can we discover if we dig into 

her past? 

Married in 1930 to Max Mallowan, an eminent archaeologist, Christie spent two 

decades living on excavation sites in the Middle East, writing her crime novels and 

helping out with her husband’s work. Travel by boat and on the Orient Express to 

Cairo, Damascus and Baghdad provided ideas for some of Christie’s best-known 

works of detective fiction, including “Murder on the Orient Express”, “Death on the 

Nile”, and “Murder in Mesopotamia”. 

Now, 3,000-year-old ivory artifacts recovered by Mallowan between 1949 and 

1963 from the ancient city of Nimrud, in what is now Iraq, and likely cleaned by his 

famous wife using cotton wool buds and face cream, are currently on display at the 

British Museum in London. “Face cream in fact is quite a good thing to clean 

(artifacts) with. Obviously conservators now wouldn’t use that, but I don’t think it 

has done (the pieces) any harm,” he claimed, adding that in fact it was quite 

resourceful of Christie to think of applying her Innoxa face cream to the fragile, dirty 

pieces. “Agatha, who was very conscious of being fifteen years older than her 

husband, travelled everywhere with her moisturiser and it was just the right 

consistency for cleaning artifacts,” said Henrietta McCall, the author of “The Life 

of Max Mallowan: Archaeology and Agatha Christie.” 

Christie’s interest in archaeology, according to McCall, went deeper than support 

for her husband’s work and even formed the backdrop to works such as “Murder in 

Mesopotamia”, in which the culprit turns out to be an archaeologist. Several of the 

characters in the book can be traced to the people Christie knew from a dig in Ur in 

what is modern Iraq, including the murder victim, which McCall believes is based 

on the wife of archaeologist Leonard Woolley. “She made a wonderful quote on 

archaeology and crime detection, that they are very similar because you have to clear 

away the debris to reveal the shining truth,” said McCall. And Christie’s elaborate 

plotting and clue building came in handy when piecing together broken artifacts. 

According to the archaeologist Charlotte Trumpler, “Christie was of course 

fascinated by puzzles, using little archaeological fragments, and she had a gift for 

piecing them together very patiently.” Trumpler co-curated a 2001-2 travelling 

exhibition “Agatha Christie and Archaeology: Mystery in Mesopotamia” alongside 

Henrietta McCall. 

Although Christie played an important role in her husband’s work, even 

financing many of his expeditions, she was, according to McCall, very modest about 

her contributions. She was fiercely proud of Mallowan, who is often referred to as 

one of the best-known archaeologists of the post-WWII period. However, Trumpler 

believes that though Christie never publically mentioned it, her contribution to 

archaeology was larger than she imagined. Her notes and black and white 



photographs of excavation sites are used by archaeologists and researchers even 

today, she said. 

Christie’s readiness to muck in and help her husband, says Trumpler, stemmed 

from her desire to be a devoted wife but also from a fascination with the Middle East 

that stayed with her for many years. “Everyone thinks Agatha Christie was a bit like 

the character Miss Marple, that she lived in England and was into knitting and 

looking after the garden,” said Trumpler. “Actually, she wasn’t … she 

had such a fascinating life apart from being an author.” 

 

1) The word pedigree (“... the extent of Agatha Chistie’s pedigree”) in 

Paragraph 1 is synonymous to … 

  

1) development. 

2) education. 

3) background. 

4) discovery. 

 

2) What do we learn about Agatha Christie from the second paragraph? 
  

1) Some of her voyages and journeys inspired her. 

2) Her husband’s work put her off writing novels. 

3) She was responsible for the excavation work. 

4) Her husband discussed his discoveries with her. 

 

3) The word it in Paragraph 3 (“... I don’t think it has done …”) refers to 

using … 

  

1) her good idea. 

2) her moisturiser. 

3) discovered artifacts. 

4) a special tool. 

 

4) According to Henrietta McCall, Agatha Christie found similarity between 

archaeology and crime detection because … 

  

1) people enjoy discovering what is hidden. 

2) archaeologists turn out to be criminals. 

3) the discovery requires a lot of digging up. 

4) clearing away the rubbish is really hard. 

 

5) Why does Charlotte Trumpler admire Christie’s role in archaeology? 

  

1) Her money helped her husband’s expeditions. 

2) Her modesty is an example for other archaeologists. 



3) She promoted Mallowan archaeological research. 

4) The records she made are still in demand nowadays. 

 

6) What is the main idea of the last paragraph? 

  

1) Agatha Christie supported her husband’s work. 

2) The famous writer had very common hobbies. 

3) Little do we know about Agatha Christie’s life. 

4) Miss Marple is similar in character to her creator. 

 

II. Open the brackets putting the verb in the appropriate form of gerund or 

infinitive  

1) My nephew never forgets (see) the Eiffel Tower for the first time. 

2) She stopped (run) after she had twisted her ankle.  

3) I promise (get) you a desirable souvenir, if I can afford (buy) one.  

4) I regret (inform) you that the train terminates at the stop. 

 5) Can we manage (save) just some endangered species?  

6) Caroline suggests (join) our school ecological society.  

7) The couple have decided to try (live) abroad for a while and we'll see how it 

goes.  

  

III. Put the word in the brackets in Participle 1 (-ing) or Participle 2 (-ed)  

  

1) The news we have received is ... (depress) 

 2) Buildings ... in the storm could be seen everywhere. (ruin) 

 3) Our meeting was ... but long. (excite)  

4) Students are never ... at his lectures as they are never ... (bore) 

 5) I was really ... when I realized that opponents were informed about our plans. 

(astonish) 

 6) Folk was really ... by reading a new scientific article. (inspire)  

  

IV. Complete the sentences using the appropriate word.  

  



1) She stayed in bed for couple of days ... over her failure.  

a) reflecting   b) brooding   c) embarrassing  

2)   ... are permanently paid directly into bank accounts.  

a) Salaries   b) fees  c) charges  

3) We were loyal to each other and I'm sure in future we'll stick ... too. 

 a) out   b) up for  c)  together  

4) Doctor was seen as a pleasant man - short, a bit ... with a soft smile.  

a) stout  b) fat  c) shabby 

 5) Mr. Smith ... silent for a few minutes then sat on a sofa and began crying.  

a) stayed   b) reminded  c) remained  

6) I now understand that he's made a ... good job of it.  

a) very  b) extremely  c) pretty  

  

V.  You have received a letter from your English-speaking pen-friend Jasper 

who writes:  

… My friends have just come back from a trip to Africa. It’s been my dream for 

years! What is your dream trip, where would you like to go and why? Whom would 

you like to take with you? What is the most difficult thing for you when you travel? 

My sister is getting married …  

Write a letter to Jasper.  

In your letter: 

 − answer his questions;  

− ask 3 questions about his sister.  

Write 100–140 words. Remember the rules of letter writing.  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

Критерии оценивания результатов: за каждый правильный ответ учащийся 

получает 1 балл. За задание № 5 (личное письмо) максимальное количество 

баллов – 6  

Максимальное количество баллов – 32  

Успешность выполнения работы определяется следующим образом:  

32-27 балла –«5»  

26-22баллов –«4»  

21-16 баллов –«3»  

15 и менее баллов –«2»  

  

  

  

  

  

 


